
Kitsap County 
Derelict & Abandoned 

Vessel Removal Program

Meeting #5

November 13, 2024



Facilitators

Brittany Gordon
Natural Resources Coordinator
bgordon@kitsap.gov

Kirvie Mesebeluu-Yobech
Environmental Programs Planning Supervisor
kyobech@kitsap.gov

mailto:bgordon@kitsap.gov
mailto:kyobech@kitsap.gov


Housekeeping

• Zoom attendees
• Mute microphone when not speaking to minimize noise
• Send message to Caitlin if you have Zoom issues
• Use raise hand function to speak
• Turn on video when possible

• In-Person attendees
• Turn name tag vertical to speak

Wi-Fi: Community Wi-Fi
Password: Beaky.Buzzard.1942!



Review Agenda

1:00 PM Introductions, updates, review agenda Kirvie

1:10 PM Case study- vessel in Liberty Bay Kirvie

1:30 PM Update from Boat US Michael

1:45 PM Update on Solutions & Actions- VTIP Event, KNAT Troy & Brittany

2:00 PM Review and discuss focus groups from Meeting #4 Brittany

2:15 PM 2025 Meeting Planning Brittany

2:30 PM Wrap Up and Adjourn Kirvie



Round Table -
Welcome and 
Introductions
• Name

• Agency

• Recent highlight or update on 
your work (optional)



Removal of Sunken Vessel 
on Private Tidelands

Case Study in Liberty Bay

Kirvie Mesebeluu-Yobech

November 13, 2024



1 - Vessel Reported
• First report in 2020 to Kitsap1, DNR, Ecology
• Reported again in 2024

"Derelict vessel" means the vessel's owner is 
known and can be located, and exerts control of a 
vessel that:

(b) Has been left on private property without 
authorization of the owner; or
(c) Has been left for a period of seven consecutive 
days, and:

(i) Is sunk or in danger of sinking;
(ii) Is obstructing a waterway; or
(iii) Is endangering life or property.



2 - Confirm Location and Ownership

• Communicated with KCSO and DNR
• Confirmed vessel is on private tidelands
• Identified registered vessel owner

Green = SOAL              Red = private tidelands  



3 – Identify Authorized Public Entity 

Kitsap County 
Department of 

Community 
Development

Confirmed source of 
funding for up-front-

cost $30,000

Request to bookmark 
$30,000 of DNR DVRP 

funds - APPROVED



DNR Reimbursement Priorities

Priority 1: Emergencies

Priority 2: Non-Emergency existing threat to human 
       health, safety, and environment

Priority 3: Vessels impacting habitat and not already   
      covered in prior category

Priority 4: Minor navigation or economic impact

Priority 5: Other abandoned or derelict vessels

More local info 
needed 



4 - Right of Entry 
Secured Right of Entry from three upland landowners



5 - Post Notice on Vessel
• Follow RCW 79.100 custody process

• Posted vessel on October 21/23
• Sent out certified mail to vessel owner
• Sent notice to DNR to upload to website

Wait 15 days to gain custody – November 6

Thank you to Port of Poulsbo for assisting!

Need 
coordinates

[Lat/long]



Communication with vessel owner

• Vessel owner fined by Ecology for $5,000 - diesel fuel 
contamination

• Vessel owner believes the contaminants (diesel fuel) and 
the sunken vessel have been removed



Next Steps

6. Hire contractor

7. Remove vessel after 30-day appeal period - December 6

8. Pay contractor

9. Send bill to vessel owner

10.Request reimbursement from DNR



Updates from BoatUS



Updates from BoatUS
National ADV Database
Survey:
https://www.getfeedback.com/r/XEex9lC0 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.getfeedback.com%2Fr%2FXEex9lC0&data=05%7C02%7CBGordon%40kitsap.gov%7C9f41704a47ef41d1b09c08dcfcec0bb7%7Caf753b94415944e189e83cae57b94e5c%7C0%7C0%7C638663337984385875%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=zlpWqcHesQvOOGHv6mpb7NiAMI55pOTY3TPaE6sj3pA%3D&reserved=0


Updates from BoatUS

Virtual Summit
https://web.cvent.com/event/C23CC19A-
BB93-4112-8E2E-98B31FFF6BAE/summary

https://web.cvent.com/event/C23CC19A-BB93-4112-8E2E-98B31FFF6BAE/summary
https://web.cvent.com/event/C23CC19A-BB93-4112-8E2E-98B31FFF6BAE/summary


Update on Solutions-
VTIP Event
Outreach Materials



https://www.dnr.wa.gov/publications/aqr_dv_disposalcard_private.pdf

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dnr.wa.gov%2Fpublications%2Faqr_dv_disposalcard_private.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CBGordon%40kitsap.gov%7Cb00a17c692b04680eaec08dcee1fde6f%7Caf753b94415944e189e83cae57b94e5c%7C0%7C0%7C638647067874952762%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=vbzQRMhhFFKFsXjcb%2BctxFXmMq%2BliZsLLiiL0WaaGYI%3D&reserved=0


https://www.dnr.wa.gov/publications/aqr_dv_disposalcard_private.pdf

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dnr.wa.gov%2Fpublications%2Faqr_dv_disposalcard_private.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CBGordon%40kitsap.gov%7Cb00a17c692b04680eaec08dcee1fde6f%7Caf753b94415944e189e83cae57b94e5c%7C0%7C0%7C638647067874952762%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=vbzQRMhhFFKFsXjcb%2BctxFXmMq%2BliZsLLiiL0WaaGYI%3D&reserved=0


Focus Groups
Identified at Meeting #4



Focus Group- Tracking Database
Purpose: Identify necessary elements of a vessel tracking database and develop a database to 
be used by Authorized Public Entities. Consider including a public-facing platform with 
reporting tool and an APE-only platform with non-disclosable information.

Goal: Improve enforcement of ADV law and prevent ADVs by improving tracking of vessels 
across jurisdictions

Lead: Kitsap County DCD

Potential Members: Brittany Gordon (KC DCD), Daria Etchings (KC DCD), Jonathan Raine (KC 
DCD), Michael Moore (Boat US), Troy Wood (DNR),

With support from: Florida F&W

Needs: Law Enforcement Representative, Ports Representative



Focus Group- Vessel Turn-In Program 
(VTIP) Event

Purpose: Work with DNR to coordinate a VTIP event in Kitsap County. Train County staff so we 
can host additional events in the future.

Goal: Prevent ADVs through public education and by coordinating an event for affordable 
vessel turn-in

Lead: Kitsap County DCD, DNR

Potential Members: Brittany Gordon (KC DCD), Daria Etchings (KC DCD), Troy Wood (DNR), 
Emily DeVries (DNR), Caitlin Newman (KC PW Solid Waste), Tami Griffey (KC DCD Code 
Compliance), Thomas Jury, (KPHD), Ellen Ross-Cardoso (Port of Keyport)

Needs?:



Focus Group- Public & Partner Resources

Purpose: Develop and compile resources for the public and partners to be shared on Kitsap 
County ADV Webpage

Goal: Prevent ADVs through public education, improve complex process for partners by 
developing resources/guidance and compiling in one place.

Lead: Kitsap County DCD

Potential Members: Brittany Gordon (KC DCD), Daria Etchings (KC DCD), Troy Wood (DNR), 
Tami Griffey (KC DCD Code Compliance), Steve Todd (Suquamish Tribe)

Needs: Ports Rep, Law Enforcement Rep

**Resources to include SOPs, decision tool, habitat assessment guidance, training materials, 
public outreach resources, and existing resources from DNR



Additional Focus Group Needs
• Enforcement Focus Group

• Develop additional solutions to improve enforcement/compliance

• Consider needed changes to code/policy

• Identify potential funding streams for marine LE units

• Funding Focus Group

• Identify potential funding streams to cover up-front costs for APEs

• Identify potential funding streams to improve DNR funds

• Legislation, grants, revolving loan fund

• Support funding DNR and ADV legislation



2025 Meeting Plan

2024 Meeting Schedule - December 11, 2024

2025 Meeting Schedule (Tentative)

• Quarterly TAG meetings- in person/hybrid- Kitsap County Commissioners’ 
Chambers

• March 12, 2025

• June 11, 2025

• September 10, 2025

• December 10, 2025

• Focus Group meetings- primarily virtual (unless in-person specifically needed)

• Frequency as-needed, anticipated to be monthly for each group.



Thank you!

Program Webpage:
https://www.kitsap.gov/dcd/Pages/Derelict-Vessel-Removal-
Program.aspx

Project Manager:
Brittany Gordon, bgordon@kitsap.gov, 360-801-6240

https://www.kitsap.gov/dcd/Pages/Derelict-Vessel-Removal-Program.aspx
https://www.kitsap.gov/dcd/Pages/Derelict-Vessel-Removal-Program.aspx
mailto:bgordon@kitsap.gov
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